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Soil & Water Res., 10, 2015 (4): 207-209 doi: 10.17221/162/2015-SWR physical soil characteristics, especially porosity, water and air capacity, permeability and infiltration, and his development of a soil classification scale in which he took into consideration particles smaller than 0.01 mm and fractions in the range of 0.01-0.05 mm. Kopecký's best-known innovation was the stainless steel Kopecký cylinder, which is used throughout the world. Kopecký used the 70 cm 3 cylinder to determine volumetric mass/bulk density and in subsequent calculation of porosity. Using the cylinder he studied water capacity. In making proposals for drainage systems, knowledge of infiltration was important. Kopecký also used the cylinder in determining the permeability of soil and in measuring the amount of water that would pass through the soil in the cylinder in 24 hours. Kopecký did not deal with simply physical issues of soil. At that time the decision had been made to begin mapping soils and Prof. Kopecký worked on the problem of soil evaluation. As this was a new issue, work was begun in one district near the Central Bohemian town of Velvary. This included the publication of an agronomic pedological map in 1908, and Kopecký introduced the idea of carrying out pedological cartography of the Kingdom of Bohemia. This was eventually realised on a widespread scale half a century later, when work on a Complex Soil Survey was initiated in Czechoslovakia in 1961. In the 1920s Kopecký worked with Dr. Spirhanzl on a map of soil textural classes in Czechoslovakia, which was published in 1931.
As a result of his innovative approach and diligence, Kopecký was nominated as adjunct professor (1908) The fruitful life of Prof. Josef Kopecký came to an end on December 8 th , 1935 when he suffered a sudden stroke. From all expert and historical sources it is evident that the name of this eminent scientist is indelibly written into the world of soil science, and has still been quoted in publications to this day. R e f e r e n c e s Kopecký J. (1901) : Die Bodenuntersuchung zum Zwecke der Drainagearbeiten mit Besonderer Berücksichtigung der Ausführung mechanischer Bodenanalysenmittels eines neucombinierten Schlämapparates. Prag, Landesculturrath f.d. Königreich Böhmen.
